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Summer school boost for children
Proud mum Toni Whittaker
learns what her children
Kayla, India and William
have been learning at
Summer School.

Following its success in previous years, Leigh Neighbours has once
again invested in Sacred Heart RC Primary’s annual Summer School and this year the theme was nature and the environment.
Pupils attending this year’s summer
school were given the opportunity to
explore the natural habitat at Brockholes
Nature Reserve near Preston and closer to
home at Lilford Park. As part of the forest
school experience, children took part in
photography, modelling, arts and crafts,
as well as games of hide and seek, and
team-building challenges such as ponddipping, bug-hunting and story sticks.
Deputy headteacher Jennifer Warner
says: “We set up the summer school five
years ago in a bid to address the ‘summer
dip’. Six weeks is a long break, and some
children don’t do much very much in
terms of picking up a pencil, reading or
leaving Leigh. So by bringing them back
for a week, and engaging them in fun,
learning activities, we see a dramatic
improvement in their basic skills. It helps
to develop their sense of independence
and builds confidence, whilst exposing
them to new experiences and adventures,
which is so character-building at this age.

“Summer school gives children a smooth
transition into their new academic year
and an accelerated start on their return to
school, so it’s a great boost for them on
many levels, raising their aspirations and
encouraging them to set the bar high.”
Jennifer adds: “We’ve had the bikes again
this year, too. Two members of staff have
been in the playground giving children
cycling lessons. And it’s really worked. We
had 5 or 6 children who couldn't ride on
the Monday who were cycling without
stabilisers by the Friday. Learning to ride
a bike is one of those rites of passage
that children really value. One mum said
to me, it’s her birthday in two weeks and
we’re going to get her a bike, which is
lovely!”
A film about Sacred Heart Summer School
is currently in production and will shortly
be available to view by following the link
from Leigh Neighbours website at
www.lnpb.org.uk

Incredible Edible in action
Residents at The Railway Road Project have
spent the Summer learning how to create and
maintain a garden behind the unit. Leigh
Neighbours donated materials including,
plants, baskets and compost to help them get
started. The residents sourced some free
bark which they laid themselves, and spent
the Summer tending to their hanging
baskets, herb garden and allotment with
potatoes, rhubarb, strawberry and tomato
plants. Well done to everybody involved!

The Railway Road Project for single
homeless men and women provides
support in a positive, friendly scheme.
Our service also has provision for rough
sleepers, with an area for emergency
beds for people who’ve been sleeping on
the streets.
The unit includes single rooms, shared
bathrooms, kitchens with dining areas,
and laundry facilities; staff on site 24/7,
with regular health and safety checks;
Support Workers who develop
personalised Support Plans; and an
on-site Education and Training specialist.
The training schedule includes maths,
IT and English support, a pre-tenancy
course, personal development, and
advice on living on a budget.

For the latest news on your
Neighbourhood Policing Team
and policing priorities in
Leigh West, visit
www.gmp.police.uk or
follow us on social media.
Emergencies should always
be on 999 and any reports
that are non-urgent can be
made online, on GMP live
chat or on 101.
You can also call
CRIMESTOPPERS free
and anonymously on
0800 555 111.
GMP publishes a report every
month which provides a map
and an overview of all
instances of reported crime
and anti-social behaviour
including, where relevant,
details of any ongoing
investigation and case
timeline.
You can also check out
policing priorities for your
area and indicators around
performance.
For more information
relevant to Leigh West,
visit www.police.uk/
greater-manchester/LC13

So…
what’s
it all
about?

Leigh Neighbours Big Local is a 10-year community
project based in Leigh West, administered by Local
Trust and funded by an award of £1 million from The
National Lottery Community Fund. Leigh Neighbours
is also now a registered charity. We’re managed by a
board of local residents together with people who care
about our area, and are either personally or
professionally invested in its future.
When we launched in 2012,
we consulted with people in
the area, and asked them how
they wanted to see the £1
million invested. The findings
were used to create the Leigh
Neighbours Community Plan
which we recently updated to
ensure we are still delivering
what local people asked for.
You can find the plan on our
website www.lnpb.org.uk

This is our project area as defined by Local Trust and where we focus most of our activities.
These are just some examples of the
type of projects we’re involved in...

investing in

transforming

PEOPLE

PLACES
Leigh Neighbours
Community Garden
Created from derelict
land, and now a much
loved resource. It
also features an
Incredible Edible
allotment and is the
venue for our popular annual hanging
basket workshops.

Building community spirit
Our projects
foster friendships
across social and
cultural barriers,
whilst promoting
civic pride, the
benefits of
volunteering
and the values of
neighbourliness.

Landscaping
projects
We’ve been
sprucing up
the area and
tackling grot
spots in
partnership
with Wigan Council and young
people from The Prince’s Trust.
Daily Mile
planter
We worked with
pupils from Leigh
Central Primary
to create a unique
community planter
and eye-catching landmark on the
corner opposite the school.
In Bloom
Our projects
celebrate our
green-fingered
champions who
generate such
pride in the area.

Supporting the most vulnerable
From investing in
additional home
security measures
for vulnerable
residents, to
supporting local
foodbanks, our
projects aim to
help improve the
lives of local
people.

Bollard Art
We commissioned an
artist to work with
pupils from Sacred
Heart RC Primary
School on an
urban art project.

Raising aspirations
Our projects help
children grow in
experience, learn
life skills and develop
greater confidence.
We’ve also invested in
training opportunities
for adults and young
people, too.
Promoting health and
safety
Our free Dr Bike
repair workshops
encourage families to
cycle more - whilst
Leigh 10k Community
Run and Daily Mile our
examples of projects
we support which aim
to get people active!

Railway Road allotment
Our volunteers have transformed an
unloved patch of ‘public space’ cultivating fruit and vegetables for
the foodbank and local residents, all
part of the Incredible Edible
guerrilla gardening movement.

Feeling inspired? Interested in getting involved? You can find out more about our projects on our social media platforms
and on our website, where you can also find out about our Resident’s Fund and local volunteering opportunities!

www.lnpb.org.uk

What’s on this autumn…?

Fireworks at Leigh Cricket Club
Includes food village, bars, DJ & funfair.
Gates open 5pm. Main event 7.15pm.
Adult £7.50 Under 14s £5 U2s FREE
Buy tickets online at www.leighcc.org
Leigh Film Society
A Quiet Place (cert 15) 25 October &
Darkest Hour (cert 15) 29 N ovember
7.30pm at The Turnpike. Adults £5,
Students £3. For listings and tickets visit
www.LeighFilmSociety.com
FREE craft workshops at
Bridgewaters Community Café
41 St Helens Rd, Pennington, 12pm to
2pm every Wednesday (until 18/12/19)
From arts, crafts, music and dance
performance workshops for children…
to calligraphy and jewellery making for
adults… there’s loads going on at
The Turnpike For more details, visit
www.theturnpike.org.uk

We were delighted
to welcome Leigh
MP, Jo Platt, to
the Leigh
Neighbours stall
at the Canal
Festival. J o is
pictured with
Stephen Ruffley,
Leigh Neighbours
Project Officer.
Susan Gredecki, chair of Leigh Neighbours,
says: “It was a fantastic turnout, and it was
great to meet new people and to see families
enjoying the entertainment. Leigh Neighbours
was pleased to support the festival because
these kinds of events draw communities
together, foster a greater sense of belonging
and of course put smiles on people’s faces!”

Leigh Neighbours awarded
Leigh St. Mary’s CE Primary
School some funds towards
their recent AppleFest
celebration - a community
festival based around the
apples which grow in the
school grounds. The grant
contributed towards the
cost of an apple press.
You can see more pictures
from the event at
www.leighstmarys.co.uk

in pictures

August/September
Our holiday craft club at Sacred Heart RC
Primary returned this Summer, giving
kids an opportunity to learn vital lifestyle
skills - whilst having fun! As well as the
usual craft and cookery workshops,
activities included a trip to the beach at
Lytham St Anne’s and a visit to The Fire
Within art exhibition in Wigan. Leigh
Neighbours is looking to roll out the craft
club at other schools, so if any volunteers
from Leigh St Mary’s, Leigh Central or St
John’s are interested in hosting a craft
club, please email info@lnpb.org.uk
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