
 

news Summer 2019 

Young people from The 
Prince’s Trust Team      
Programme put in a      
welcome appearance at 
one of Leigh Neighbours 
recent gardening     
workshops - helping to 
craft a selection of   
hanging baskets and 
then delivering them to 
the homes of local  
residents in the area.  
 
In June, Leigh Neighbours 
hosted four free summer   
hanging basket workshops for 
the community, investing  
hundreds of pounds in plants, 
compost and baskets.   
 
A variety of bedding plants  
were distributed across the 
Leigh Neighbours project area,     
finding their way into troughs, 
planters and tubs at schools, 
churches, shops, community 
centres - and, of course, in    
baskets hanging outside      
people’s homes.  
  

Chair of Leigh Neighbours, Susan Gredecki, says: “Of all the events we host around 
the community, our hanging basket workshops are perhaps the most popular.    
People of all ages and abilities are welcome to come along to learn how to make 
hanging baskets. They really are simple to make - although some beginners do   
find them a little daunting! We think they’re a great way to brighten up our area.” 
 
She adds: “What we especially love about our workshops is how relaxed and fun 
they are. Everybody pulls together and there’s a great sense of community,  
which is so important to us all here at Leigh Neighbours.” 
 
The four workshops included a schools-only event aimed at children from 
the local primary schools, as well as one hosted at the community garden  
on Gordon Street which saw students from The Prince’s Trust Team  
Programme participate as part of their assessment portfolio.  
 
Nicola Ratcliffe, Development Co-ordinator at Leigh Prince’s Trust,                      
says: “We’re grateful to Leigh Neighbours for giving our students a                  
chance to work on community projects which are of value to local                        
residents. Previously, our students have volunteered hundreds of                              
hours working on various environmental improvement projects                       
around the Leigh Neighbours area. The hanging basket workshops                         
are always the most popular with our students. It gives them the                                
chance to interact with members of the community and to see how                         
people really do appreciate the time and effort they’re investing.”  

The Prince’s Trust Team Programme - which is delivered by the                           
charity/social enterprise Groundwork - aims to give young people                       
aged 16-25 a chance to gain qualifications, develop new skills and                     
grow in confidence. For more information, contact Nicola on 07810                         
123854 or by email at nicola.ratcliffe@groundwork.org.uk  

                      Carol Bates is a regular volunteer                       
                          at our popular hanging basket 

workshops. The keen gardener  
is especially grateful to The  
Prince’s Trust for their help  

in  transforming the back alley  
behind her home on Selwyn  

Street to create a landscaped  
area for neighbours to  

share and take pride  
in. Carol says: “When  
people pull together 
and volunteer just a 

few hours of their  
time, it can make  

a big difference.   
I urge people to  

 get involved.  
We can all  

do our bit!”  

A helping hand from The Prince’s Trust  

email volunteer@lnpb.org.uk to find out how to get involved! 



    
   GMP Leigh West is  
   working to address a 
   number of priorities        
   in the area. 
 
 
Over the Summer, we will be supporting    
activities taking place in the town centre such 
as the Canal Festival and the Leigh 10k. Other 
policing priorities include: 
 
Anti-social behaviour and fires on Firs 
Park: Officers and PCSOs have increased 
patrols and are working with the fire service 
and the council to maintain safe public    
spaces for communities.  
 
We’re also working with the council and fire 
service on Safe4Summer, a campaign which 
aims to tackle a range of seasonal issues from 
alcohol-related anti-social behaviour and     
off-road bike nuisance, to fires and safety   
issues around open water. Find out more at  
www.safe4summer.com where there’s also a 
competition for youngsters to win an i-pad! 
 
Anti-social behaviour and shoplifting at 
Parsonage Retail Park: Operation Retail is  
a GMP Force Pilot working in partnership with 
retailers to reduce shoplifting and to trial     
alternative ways of reporting such offences. 
 
Burglary: During the summer months, we 
often get reports of domestic break-ins when 
people are at home. We urge residents to be 
vigilant with security even when they are in 
another part of the house, and to secure back 
doors, patio doors and windows to cut down 
on the risk of falling prey to opportunistic  
burglars.  
 
For the latest news on your Neighbourhood 
Policing Team visit www.gmp.police.uk or  
follow us on social media. Emergencies should 
always be on 999 and any reports that are 
non-urgent can be made online, on GMP live 
chat or on 101.  
 
You can also call CRIMESTOPPERS free 
and anonymously on 0800 555 111.      

Many thanks to the staff and students from training providers GK 
Training Services on Railway Road who responded to our 
recent appeal for help with getting our Incredible Edible allotment 
ship-shape ahead of a visit from the judges of Wigan In Bloom.  

GK Training Services offers study programme courses and     
traineeships for young people aged 16-18, and apprenticeships in 
customer service and retail for people aged 16 – 65. GKTS       
encourages its students to volunteer in the community so they 
can learn new skills and develop greater confidence. For more  
information, call 208007 or email info@gktrainingservices.com 

Wigan chief drops in to meet the team 
 

Alison McKenzie-Folan, the Chief Executive of Wigan Council, recently  
visited the area to learn about the various projects Leigh Neighbours has 
been involved in over the past six years. Our chair, Susan Gredecki, gave 
the newly appointed council boss a tour of the area, taking in some of the 
environmental projects we’ve invested in, including the Incredible Edible 
allotment on Railway Road, the Daily Mile planter on Windermere Road 
and the bollard art project which recently featured in the Council’s     
summer issue of Borough Life magazine.  

Did you know…?  
 

GMP publishes a report every month which 
provides a map and an overview of all      
instances of reported crime and anti-social 
behaviour, including where relevant details of 
any ongoing investigation and case timeline. 
You can also check out policing priorities for 
your area and indicators around performance. 
For more information relevant to Leigh West, 
visit www.police.uk/greater-manchester/LC13 

Alison says: “I was delighted to meet members of the team and to hear 
about the work they’ve been doing to make a difference here in Leigh 
West. I’m keen to continue this conversation to explore how we work   
with local groups like Leigh Neighbours, and to consider innovative ways 
of tackling some of the more challenging issues which are of concern to 
the community. Looking ahead, the next couple of years is going to be a 
particularly exciting time for Leigh, providing a platform from which we 
can leverage even more positive outcomes. Leigh Neighbours, and other 
groups and Councillors in Leigh, have the energy and vision to help to 
drive that agenda forward and I'm looking forward to working in          
partnership on the issues that matter for Leigh." 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

in pictures 
May/ June/ July

You can follow all our activities, events and news, and  
see more pictures from our events, on our social media 

pages and on our website www.lnpb.org.uk  

Leigh Neighbours was delighted to sponsor Art & Soul,  
a pop-up family festival held recently at the Turnpike     
Centre. The festival included live performances and       
creative workshops, and kick starts The Turnpike’s       
summer programme of events for children and young   
people. To find out more, visit www.theturnpike.org.uk       
Pictured: Vocalist and artist Mellow Baku and her jazz   
ensemble. They were supported by Big Imaginations, the 
regional network for touring Children’s Theatre. 

Leigh Central Headteacher Dawn Hurst and teacher 
Miss McDonald recently completed the Pennington 10k 
Flash in the Park in aid of Callum-Lee Peers, a brave  
nine year old who was diagnosed with neuroblastoma in 
June 2013 and whose family is fundraising for treatment 
not currently available on the NHS.  People can donate 
at the school or online via Callum’s JustGiving page.  

Ben Goulden brought his bike along to our recent      
Dr Bike workshop which aims to encourage fairweather 
cyclists to climb back on the saddle and to get their bikes 
ready for summer. The workshop was hosted by Leigh 
Neighbours in partnership with Gearing Up which recycles 
unloved bikes and supports people into employment. You 
can see more pictures from the event at www.lnpb.org.uk 

When Vice-Chair of Leigh Neighbours, Jan Eckersley,       
recently made an honest man of fellow board member 
Bill Burton, they kindly asked guests to make food     
donations to the foodbank rather than buy them wedding 
gifts. They are pictured with a staggering 270kg of     
donated food; and handing over the donation to Warren 
Done of Atherton and Leigh Foodbank. Our thanks and 
congratulations to the happy couple! If you’d like to 
make a donation, call Warren on 07980 881925. 

The Gardening Gang has two new recruits! Layla (far  
left) and Ellie (far right) recently joined Rosie (pictured 
second right) and the other members in supporting Leigh 
Neighbours board member, Christine Farnworth, in     
caring for the community garden on Gordon Street. 
Christine says: “Since early Summer, the children have 
been helping out, painting stones to mark our borders, 
pulling up weeds, trimming the hedge and watering the 
plants. I’m delighted that more children are keen to get 
involved in the garden as it’s a wonderful pastime for all 
ages. They are so polite and thoughtful, and very keen to 
learn. Young people often get a bad press, but The    
Gardening Gang members are a credit to their parents, a 
great asset to the community and positive ambassadors 
for young people. My husband Kenny and I are both very 
grateful to them for all the help they’ve given us” 

Picture credit: Livia Lazaar 

270kg 
of food 

http://www.theturnpike.org.uk


Jan x 
Leigh Neighbours Big Local is a community project based in Leigh West,     
administered by Local Trust and funded by an award of £1 million from  
The National Lottery Community Fund. Find out more about our activities  
and events by following our social media pages or by visiting our website at 
www.lnpb.org.uk where you can also register to receive our news via email. 

Leigh 
Canal Festival 

Leigh Neighbours is pleased to be supporting  
the 5th Annual Leigh Canal Festival which  

returns to the Leigh Miner’s Welfare Institute 
on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th September. 

There’s a wide range of attractions including 
live music, canal cruises, face-painting,   

charity stalls, rugby and a funfair.  

For more information visit: 
Facebook @leighcanalfestival 

Twitter @leighcanalfest  
or email leighcanalfestival@gmail.com 

What’s on this Summer? Here’s a selection of ideas…  

WigLe Summer Dance Camps 
To book a place, visit 
www.bookwhen.com/wigledance 
or Direct Message via WigLe 
Dance CIC Facebook page.  
 

You can find out about more  
activities for young people at 
LINC2 

Leigh Film Society shows films on the last     
Friday of every month, 7.30pm at The Turnpike.  
Adults £5, Students £3. For listings and tickets, 
visit www.LeighFilmSociety.com 
 
The Coffee Stop on Railway Road hosts   
regular music nights. Tickets £8 from the venue.  
Includes food and a quiz! BYOB. 
 
Leigh Community 10k, Sunday 11th August 
In aid of Wigan & Leigh Hospice 
Register at www.fyldecoastrunners.com 

Art Explorers for children 4+ 
and families, 17th August 12.30-
2pm, The Turnpike 
 
Bank Holiday Family Fun Ride  
10-11.30 Monday 26th August, 
Pennington Flash 
 
Creative Club 3 days of activity 
for children aged 6-12, Tuesday 
27th – Thursday  29th August, 11-3 
at The Turnpike, £15 per child. 
 
Dinosaur Invasion Leigh town 
centre, Saturday 31st August 
 
Gearing Up Bikes Basic bike 
maintenance course, Leigh Fire 
Station, 14 September 10-12  
Tickets £5 from Eventbrite.co.uk 

Young Creatives Summer School 
Week of workshops for ages 13-18, 
Monday 5th –  Friday 9th   

August, The Turnpike.  
£35 per child. 
 
 

 

http://www.bookwhen.com/wigledance?fbclid=IwAR1bu8H424wVSLDwJsD-iF0-Y9tPq_o4yDAmpXTcS3nB6nCGWaZS5yAwlAI

