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Christmas
family craft workshop
-

Local families recently took part in our
Christmas-themed craft workshop
and certainly entered into
the festive spirit!
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The smile says
it all! Joshua
(7)
has just won a
raffle prize an
d
seems rather
pleased!

You can find out the dates of all future FREE family craft workshops
on our website www.lnpb.org.uk and on our social media pages!

2018
2018 has been another productive year for Leigh Neighbours!
As you’d expect, environmental projects have once again featured large on our
agenda this year! In January, after months of planning and preparation, the
Incredible Edible allotment at the rear of the car park on Railway Road was finally
ready to be planted up, and has continued to flourish ever since.
Similarly, the Community Garden remains a popular resource for the local community
and, in spite of the challenging conditions over the particularly dry summer months,
still managed to look wonderful thanks to the efforts of our committed volunteers
(including The Gardening Gang!)
Our seasonal hanging basket workshops were as popular as ever. This autumn for the
first time we included a session just for local schools which meant we could dedicate
more time to the little ones. Altogether, Leigh Neighbours invested over a thousand
pounds worth of plants to the community, which were dispersed to local residents,
schools, community groups and to St Mary’s parish church for their Garden of
Remembrance.
We’re certainly developing our ‘green’ credentials! This year, in our first entry to the
West In Bloom competition, we were judged Level 3 Advancing, with a score of 63%, a
result we’re particularly proud of and one which we intend to improve upon in 2019.
In April, we assumed responsibility for the community centre at 14 Walmesley Road,
previously As in Eden. Having this new home in the heart of the community has
made us more visible, allowing us to make a greater impact and become more
integrated into the community. And, of course, it’s also given us access to another plot
of land to make good use of!
In June, we allowed members of the Sacred Heart 9th/15th cubs to carry out an
Incredible Edible planting project in our garden as part of their community service
badge (and it has to be said they exceeded all expectations, producing a yield of
potatoes which they then donated to the local foodbank).
As it happens, our own potato-growing efforts in the garden at Walmesley Road also
resulted in a further 20lbs of spuds for the foodbank - not bad for our first year!
The unveiling of our fabulous planter on the corner of Glebe Street and Windermere
Road was another milestone for us this year, marking the end of a project which was
many months in development. Featuring art created by some pupils of Leigh Central
Primary, the Incredible Edible planter (left) has a dual purpose by acting also as a
distinctive landmark for those taking part in the Daily Mile walk.
Having a central venue in our project area has also meant we can work closely with
local groups - such as the BYOU project which campaigns on behalf of the LGBTQ
community and The Prince’s Trust, which uses our HQ for many of their events. We
have big plans for next year with a programme of improvements to the building, and
want to encourage many more people to use this wonderful facility on their doorstep.

But of course it’s not just been all about the physical environment… We’ve also been
busy investing in local people in 2018, as well.
Our board is always especially keen to hear ideas which raise the aspirations of young
people, giving them life opportunities and a head start. Building on the success of our
family craft workshops, we decided to roll-out a programme of monthly events in 2018,
which have proven really popular, and which we will continue in 2019.
Off the back of this, we commissioned a local mum to deliver a weekly craft club during
the summer holiday, aimed at supporting 20 children who we believed would benefit
from a little extra support. The children who came along learnt vital life skills and
benefitted hugely, growing in confidence and esteem. We’re now looking at ways of
developing this project further for summer 2019.
Funding from Leigh Neighbours also helped Sacred Heart RC Primary School to deliver
a special summer school for pupils who needed a boost ahead of the new academic
year; and gave local charities, shelters and foodbanks additional reserves to draw on so
they could assist even more families over the Christmas period.
Another first for us in 2018 was to fund 12 people in achieving their L2 qualification,
giving them an opportunity to train as qualified Teaching Assistants in local schools.
We’re really proud of them all, and will continue to explore ways we can help people
build on their skills in 2019.
Our bike workshops have become regular events on our calendar, as well. Working with
our partners at Gearing Up, we help encourage fair-weather cyclists to get back in the
saddle, and support parents in keeping their children safe on their bikes in winter. As
well as all the health benefits associated with riding bikes, cycling is also a great way
for people to spend more time with their family, so it ticks all our boxes. We’ll be
organising more of these events in 2019, too.
A great deal of what we do in the area relies on our partners and the relationships we
have with local people, so this is a great opportunity to say thank you to all of those
who help us deliver our events and support us in our endeavours… from painting and
carting and digging… to keeping us stocked in brews. A big pat on the back to you all!
Finally, as with any community group, it’s only as good as its members. Our board here
at Leigh Neighbours is made up of local people who, in 2018, dedicated hundreds of
hours to making our project area in Leigh West a place to be proud of. And we’re also
fortunate that we can draw upon the support of some amazing volunteers who are
there, rain or shine, to help us deliver our events. But of course we need more people
to support us.
If you like what we’ve been doing in 2018, and you’d like to find out how to get
involved in 2019, we’d love to hear from you! Just email volunteer@lnpb.org.uk to find
out more.
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By Royal Appointment
Zoe Morris

Members of the Leigh Neighbours board recently went to
Wigan Town Hall to meet the High Sheriff of Greater
Manchester, Dr Robina Shah.
Susan, Christine and John also met the Mayor of Wigan, Cllr
Susan Greensmith, and her husband Allen, and got to ask
some questions about the role of High Sheriff.
Robina explained that she is the representative of the Queen
in Greater Manchester, and told them about her important
duties which include saying thank you to community groups
and acting as head of the judiciary, as well as the police, fire
and ambulance services.

Christine Farnworth and Susan Gredecki are pictured at a
reception hosted by the Mayor of Wigan Borough, Cllr
Susan Greensmith at Wigan Town Hall, held in recognition
of the efforts of local community groups who entered
after
Borough In Bloom 2018.
Chair of Leigh
Neighbours, Susan
Gredecki, hands a
before
donation of £500
to Deborah
Catchatoor,
Headteacher at
Leigh St Mary’s CE
Primary School, to
be used for the
discretionary
support of local
families over
Christmas. Also
pictured are Miss
Watson with
school nativity
performers Eiva, Georgia and Jacob. Leigh Neighbours
made similar donations to St John’s CE and Leigh Central
Primary Schools to support local families in need.
You can follow all our activities, events and news on our
social media pages or on our website www.lnpb.org.uk

Kámoši Juniors Performing Arts
Group is a music, dance and
theatre project led by Community
Arts North West in partnership with
Ethnic Minority Achievement Service (EMAS) and Wigan
Music Service.

She also talked
about how she
was appointed by
the Queen in a
‘pricking’
ceremony, a
traditional
custom where the
Queen takes a
bodkin and pricks
a parchment that
has on it all the
names of the
proposed new
High Sheriffs for
that year.
Susan Gredecki of Leigh Neighbours said: “It was a great
honour to meet the High Sheriff and fascinating to learn
about this ancient role. We told her all about our project in
Leigh West, especially the work we do in schools with young
people.”
Dr Robina Shah said: “It was a delight to meet the volunteers
from Leigh Neighbours who are working hard to improve their
local community. I was very interested to learn about the
work they do, especially how they support schools and young
people.”
Did you know…?
The High Sheriff’s uniform - or
Court Dress - includes an ostrich
feather, the symbol of the royal
household; a coat of black or dark
blue velvet; a lace jabot; a
ceremonial sword; and a black
silk rosette that represents the
wig bag, traditionally worn at the
back of the neck. The historic role
of High Sheriff is unpaid and
dates back over a thousand years
to Saxon times.

You can find out more at www.highsheriffs.com

Since 2015, the project has given children aged 6-12 the
chance to develop their performing, creative and music
making skills. They meet every Saturday morning as part of
a term time based performing arts club which takes place at
Sacred Heart church hall on Walmesley Rd.
If you have a child that may be interested in joining the
group, email magdalen@can.uk.com or call 07305611710.

Budding reporter and amateur photographer, Zoe Morris, is a Year 8
student at Westleigh High School who lives in the Leigh Neighbours
project area. She is also a member of The Gardening Gang and
regularly volunteers at the Community Garden.

The board of Leigh Neighbours wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year!
This project is funded by BBC Children In Need and Arts Council England.
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It’s your community. These are your neighbours.

Get involved in 2019!

