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Crafts &
Crumbs!

The perfect recipe for a
community tea party!
‘No such thing as a free lunch’? Think again!

Susan Gredecki, chair of Leigh Neighbours Partnership

Leigh Neighbours recently hosted a special BIG

Board, says: “The Big Lunch shares many parallels with

LUNCH event and invited local residents to drop

what we’re trying to achieving here in Leigh West, in

by and enjoy a garden tea party with goodies,
craft activities and traditional party games!

particular in building stronger communities
Watch out for
with a greater sense of belonging and
pride. As well as hosting our own

Organised as part of The Big Lunch, a national campaign

events, we also give local schools,

pioneered by the Eden Project, the get-together was one of

social clubs, community groups and

many such events hosted by Leigh Neighbours which aims

churches the funding so they can host

to draw communities together, build social networks and

their own social get-togethers, too!”

1-2 June 2019

combat social isolation.
You can find out more about The Big Lunch at
www.edenprojectcommunities.com

Mind the gap!

in pictures

Over the summer, Leigh Neighbours has been hosting
a free children’s holiday craft club, a brand new
initiative organised in partnership with Sacred Heart
RC Primary School.

June - August

The pilot project, which has been running on
consecutive Fridays throughout the summer holidays,
is designed to help children bridge the gap between
academic years and acquire important life skills,
whilst still enjoying themselves. The full-day sessions
feature a variety of crafts, as well as a wide range of
activities such as healthy eating workshops, a reading
challenge and interactive games.

Isabella Storey (4) looks
delighted after her wheels were
given a free service at our
recent bike repair workshop.
The expert team from
Gearing Up in Wigan
managed to repair
and service over 20 bikes
during the session.
Another great success!

Local mum, Michelle Downs, was commissioned to
host the sessions. She says: “I’m thrilled that Leigh
Neighbours asked me to plan and deliver the summer
holiday craft club. Building on the success of our
monthly free family craft sessions, this series of
workshops provides an ideal opportunity for
children to have fun, grow in confidence and learn
important life skills. And, it’s been a great learning
opportunity for me, too!”
Head of Sacred Heart, Helen Ahmed, adds: “For the
past three years, Leigh Neighbours has supported our
summer school, a week long programme of additional
extra-curricular learning for children who, after their
extended summer break, may struggle to manage a
smooth transition into their new academic year.
“The summer crafts club builds on the success of this
original programme. We’ve selected children who we
believe have the potential to derive the greatest
benefit from this opportunity and who, we hope, will
grow in confidence and self-esteem. We’re really
looking forward to seeing how they flourish during the
course of the programme.”

Susan Gredecki, chair of Leigh Neighbours, adds:
“Like the summer school, the Summer Holiday Craft
Club supports children as they move up to their new
school year, helping them develop some of the ‘softer’
skills as well as supplementing what they learn in the
classroom. We’re delighted also to support Michelle in
her professional development, as part of our ongoing
commitment to providing opportunities for adultlearning through a variety of training initiatives.”

Susan and
John
Gredecki are
pictured at
the starting
line-up of the
recent Leigh
Community
10k fundraiser in aid of
Wigan and
Leigh Hospice,
which Leigh
Neighbours
supported.
Jan Eckersley looks delighted at
her first harvest of herbs and
vegetables, following months
of hard work in her Incredible
Edible allotment on Railway
Road!

We had a lovely message from Wendy Harding, President
of Leigh Soroptimists, thanking us for sponsoring their
recent event in Leigh town centre. She wrote: “Just to say
a big Thank You to Leigh Neighbours for supporting Leigh
Soroptimists at our Woman Zone event in June. It was a
huge success in achieving our aims, particularly in raising
awareness of services available to the community.” For
more information, email soropleigh@yahoo.co.uk
You can follow all our activities, news, events and
campaigns, and tell us what you think, on our social media
pages - and at www.lnpb.org.uk

Free!
family craft workshops

As in Eden community centre on
Walmesley Rd is the venue for
several voluntary and community
groups that offer social, leisure and
learning activities - all welcoming,
fun and affordable! These include:
MONDAY, 10.00 - 11.30 Leigh & Atherton Writers
Contact: Pam 01942 876279. £10.00 a month.
TUESDAY, 1.00 - 3.00 Friendship Group / Knitting
WEDNESDAY, 1.00 - 3.00 Art Group
Contact: Therese 01942 877802 / 07845
485648
Therese says: Ever wanted to produce a
piece of art to be proud of - but worried
you don’t have the ability? I can help you
choose the right art medium for you!
I specialise in water colour, pastels,
charcoal and glass painting. Don’t be
shy, get in touch!

10am - 12pm
on Saturday
1st & 29th September,
27th October &
8th December.
Kingsleigh Methodist
Community Centre

FREE ENTRY!
All craft
materials provided.
Free refreshments.
Children must be
accompanied by
an adult or
guardian.

THURSDAY, 10.00 - 12.00 Sewing Class
Contact: Pat 07927 352495 (waiting list only)
Pat (pictured far left
with group members
Jean and Pat) says:
I just want people to
sew! Sewing is a
fantastic skill to draw
on and a wonderful
social pastime. From
making clothes to
re-fashioning cushion
covers… I cover all types of projects. I can help novices
and offer guidance to point people in the right direction.
For more information about room hire or activities at As
in Eden, email info@lnpb.org.uk

We need your help! Leigh Neighbours is working with Wigan Council on a community clean-up campaign on Friday 14th &
Saturday 15th September, targeting Glebe St, Gordon St, Chadwick St, Selwyn St and Prescott St. As a result, we’ve decided to organise
additional litter picks right across our project area, and we’re calling on local people to get involved! We’re meeting at 10am on Friday 14th
September at As in Eden on Walmesley Rd - please join us! Keep up to date with the latest news on our website and social media pages.

Autumn Hanging Basket Workshops!
Simply bring your basket…
and we’ll fill it with the season’s most popular flowering
plants as well as a selection of vegetables, fruits and herbs!
10am-12pm Thursday 4th October, St John’s Community Garden, Gordon St
10am-12pm Friday 5th October, Sacred Heart Parish Centre, Walmesley Rd
10am-12pm Saturday 6th October, next to the car park on Railway Rd

Terms and Conditions: Free materials are only available to
residents or businesses from within the Leigh Neighbours
project area. People from outside the area will be asked to
donate £5 towards the cost of materials, and all monies
raised will be passed on to local charity.

Prince’s Trust

Development Programme
A life-changing opportunity is waiting for you

Prince’s Trust works hard to create brighter futures for young
people, empowering them to get into jobs, education and
training. Groundwork is a charity that changes places and
changes people’s lives, providing a range of programmes that
help people gain access to job and training opportunities.

Working in partnership with Leigh Neighbours, together we’re
delivering a 16-week personal development training
programme here in Leigh West for 16-25 year olds who want
to grow in confidence, learn new skills and take that first step
into employment - whilst at the same time improving their
community.
We’re currently inviting young people to apply for The Prince’s
Trust Team Programme, which starts on 10th September.
Interviews and inductions are taking place from Monday 3rd
September.
“An inspirational project… There is
no doubt the programme and most
importantly the leaders are changing
young people’s lives”
March 2018
To find out more, text PRINCE to 80800 (free),
email nicola.ratcliffe@groundwork.org.uk or call
07810 123854 or 01942 677521

“I wasn’t really doing very much… to be
honest I didn’t even know what I wanted to
do. But The Prince’s Trust Team Programme
made all the difference, giving me the
confidence to believe in myself, a chance to
learn practical skills, and all the advice and
support I needed for a new beginning. It’s
the best thing I ever did!”
Jodie, Team 46
Participants receive the following:









Pictured at their recent graduation from the programme are students Holly
Corbett, 17 (centre) and Tyler May, 17 (far right) together with (left to
right) development assistant Chad Grundy; Karen Melling, social work
student; and Nicola Ratcliffe, Development Co-ordinator with Groundwork.



A weekly bus pass.
On-site free refreshments.
Support throughout the programme.
If students are on Universal Credit, they can
still claim.
If parents or carers claim child tax credits or
child benefit, they will continue to do so, and
these students will be entitled to a £50 per
month bursary from the college, and
possible meal vouchers.
Children in care or care leavers 18 and
under will be able to claim a bursary
from the college of up to £213.33
The above bursaries are dependent on the
completion of relevant paperwork and
minimum 90% attendance.
There is also the chance to gain a £200
development award for each individual
who completes the programme.

This newsletter is brought to you by Leigh Neighbours, a community project set up by Big Local, a National Lottery
charity which is investing £1 million in our area over the course of 10 years. Leigh Neighbours is working hard to
deliver on the issues that matter to local people. For more information, visit www.lnpb.org.uk

