
 

INSIDE …find out how you can get your bike serviced for FREE… how to win a  

reconditioned bike… and where to go for a Big Lunch treat! 
 

news May 2015 

We’re a bunch of basket cases! 
 

We admit it… we are crazy about our 
hanging basket workshops! Because 
every time we hold one, we get to meet 

lots of like-minded people. Green-
fingered, yes. But more importantly, 

people who are proud of their neighbour-
hood and up for some fun! We met some 
new friends at our recent workshop at 

the Community Garden on Gordon 
Street. The weather was on our side and 

it was a great way to spend a Spring 
morning. But if you missed out, you can 
still learn how to craft beautiful hanging 

baskets at another two workshops  
later this week: 
 

 Sacred Heart Parish Centre,  

   Walmesley Rd, 22nd May, 10am 
 

 Kingsleigh Methodist Church car 

park off Cook St  , 23rd May, 10am  
 

There’s no need to book. Just turn up 
with an empty hanging basket and we’ll 

provide the compost, the plants and the 
know-how! See you there!  

APPRENTICE LANDSCAPER…………. DEADLINE APPROACHING! 
 

Leigh Neighbours is once again working in partnership with the environmental charity  

Groundwork to provide an opportunity to a local person within our area to apply for a 15-
month apprenticeship as a landscaper. The post offers an attractive package including  
minimum wage and training towards recognised qualifications.  

 
The deadline for the post is 29th May, so don’t delay in getting your application in!  

You can read more about this opportunity at www.lnpb.org.uk or call Catherine on 821444. 

(in the nicest possible way!) 

Thanks to everybody who helped out on the 

event including clockwise from top left, John, 

Sue, Christine, Susan, Jan and Michelle. 



 
 

Our Art Neighbourhood, the community arts project which captured the  
imagination of local residents last summer, is coming back… and we need 

your help! 
 
We’d like to know what kind of arts and crafts activities you’d like to see  

included in this year’s schedule of events. From textile crafts to pastels, from 
digital art to decoupage, whatever you like, let us know!  

 
To have your say on shaping this year’s Our Art Neighbourhood project simply 
email us at ourartneighbourhood@lnpb.org.uk    Many thanks! 

‘YOUR art neighbourhood!’ 

If a punctured tyre, old brake 

block or a rusty chain is keeping 
you from climbing back on your 

bike, then the Big Bike Revival is 
right up your street!  

 
The national campaign aims to encourage fair-weather cyclists 
to dig out their bike from the back of the garage and give it the 
TLC it deserves. Commissioned by cycling charity CTC, Gearing 

Up is working in partnership with Leigh Neighbours to deliver a 
FREE workshop to get cyclists back in the saddle this summer.  

 
Simon Dale of Gearing Up says: “Our workshop offers people a 
great opportunity to dust off their bike, get it fixed up and fall 

in love with cycling all over again. It’s easy. Just bring your bike 
along at 3.30pm on Friday 5th June to Sacred Heart school and 

we’ll give it a check-up and then carry out any basic repairs, all 
for free! Plus there’s loads of freebies and prize competitions!”  
 

For more information, visit www.gearingup.org.uk or  
Facebook.com/Leigh Neighbours Big Local 

Win a bike! 
 

Here’s how you can win a  

reconditioned, pre-loved 

bike from Gearing Up! 

 

All you have to do is visit 

the Leigh Neighbours             

Facebook page, Like us 

and send us a private  

message with your name 

and phone number telling 

us how you would spend 

£500 in your community - 

it’s as simple as that! If 

you don’t have a Facebook  

account, tell us how you’d 

invest £500 by emailing us 

at gearingup@lnpb.org.uk  

 

All entries will be  

submitted into a prize 

draw and a winner chosen 

at random. Closing date 

for entries is Friday 19th 

June. The winner will be 

notified by Friday 26th 

June.  

 

The winner will be  

invited to Gearing Up, 

based at the Community 

Warehouse in Hodson 

Street, Wigan and invited 

to choose any bike, for  

either an adult or child. 

 

Visit Facebook.com/

Leigh Neighbours 

Big Local & submit 

your entry now! 
 

Good Luck!! 



The Big Lunch 2015 is almost here!  
 
The annual summer project, which aims to bring communities  

together over a feast of fun, is back in Leigh and local groups 
have once again shown their support by organising a Big Lunch 

of their own - with the help of Leigh Neighbours!  
 

Susan Gredecki, Chair of Leigh Neighbours, says: “The Big 
Lunch is a great way of bringing people together, people who 

might not otherwise ever get to meet. It’s a fantastic opportunity 
for people to make friends over food and family fun. And we’re delighted to be able to help  
local organisations open their doors to local residents by match-funding their Big Lunch event.” 
 

Local residents within the Leigh Neighbours area are invited to these Big Lunch events - just 
bring along this newsletter to show you’re from our patch! The events include: 

 

12 noon, Monday 1st June for hotpot & bingo at Kingsleigh Methodist 
2.00pm, Tuesday 2nd June  at As In Eden, Walmesley Road, Leigh 

5.30pm Tuesday 9th June, Leigh Youth Voice & Kamosi at the Turnpike Gallery 
1.00pm, Friday 12th June for afternoon tea at Sacred Heart Primary School 
 

For more information, go to Facebook.com/Leigh Neighbours Big Local 

Just a minute! 
 
The Leigh Neighbours Partnership Board is looking to recruit a minute-taker to 

support them by maintaining an accurate and official record of their monthly 
Board meetings.  
 

The successful applicant will have good literacy levels, a keen eye for detail, a strong  
understanding of basic grammar and good keyboard skills. The role requires they are  

reliable , punctual and trustworthy. They also need to have access to a computer.  The 
post involves taking the minutes of the monthly Board meetings, including a summary  
of the discussions on each item of business, details of decisions reached and any actions 

required of Board members. Training will be provided.  
 

The post-holder will be paid £40 for 5 hours work, which includes attendance at the Board 
meeting (which is held at a central location in Leigh) as well as time dedicated to drafting 
the final minutes. The successful candidate will be responsible for making their own  

arrangements for National Insurance, Tax and other employment expenses. Please apply 
by submitting your CV with covering letter to Stephen@lnpb.org.uk Closing date: 12th 

Come down and meet the Leigh Neighbours team! We’re joining the Friends of  

Lilford Park at their centenary celebrations on Saturday 6th June at the park. Find 
out about our latest activities and plans for the future. We’d love to see you there!  



News from the Chair 

 

 in partnership with  

This newsletter is brought to you by Leigh Neighbours, a community project set up by Big Local, a National 

Lottery charity which is investing £1 million in your area over the next 10 years. Leigh Neighbours Project 

Board is working hard to deliver on the issues you told us were important to you, such as improvements in 

housing, training opportunities for young people, environmental projects and increased community sprit.  

If you would like to find out more, go to www.lnpb.org.uk or email info@lnpb.org.uk 

Could this be you? Do you live in 
the Leigh Neighbours project area? 

Are you keen to get involved in the 
local community but you don’t 
know where to start?  

Well, Leigh Neighbours is all about 
local people. It’s about improving 

the local environment, building 
community spirit, and improving 
access to leisure, lifestyle and 

learning.  
 

If you want to find out how you  
can make a difference, email  
Stephen@lnpb.org.uk 

Greater Manchester Police 

Insp Liz Sanderson 

 
Neighbourhood  

Inspector for  
Wigan East  

As we prepare for the seasonal rise in 

Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB), we ask for 

your continued support in helping us 

tackle this issue. We’ll be working  

closely with partner agencies to deal 

with ASB and a number of  

diversionary activities will be made 

available for young people. It is  

important we all play a part in reducing 

ASB and would ask parents to consider 

the following: 

 Know where your child is and who 

they are with.  

 Encourage your child to participate 

in organised activities.  

 Don't allow them to consume      

alcohol. If you suspect alcohol or                 

 drug use, contact the relevant                              

 support agencies or their school. 

 

And a quick reminder… as it’s now  

lighter in the evenings, don't let  

opportunistic thieves take advantage of 

home insecurities. Please keep your 

home secure at all times.  

 

You can get in touch with us by phone 

or email or by coming along to a  

community meeting or surgery. Or why 

not stop and have a chat with your local 

officer when they’re out and about?  

?????????????? 

Leigh Neighbours 

Board Member 

Leigh Neighbours Project Board needs YOU! 

For more information, please visit: 

www.gmp.police.uk You can also call 

0161 856 7225 or email  

wiganeast@gmp.police.uk  

For non-emergencies, call 101 or 

Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.  

Use 999 only where there is a 

threat to life or crime in progress.  

 After a great deal of investment in time 

and effort, I’m delighted to say that Leigh 

Neighbours has been awarded Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation status by 

the Charity Commission. As a CIO, we will 

have a registered charity number, which 

will assist us in fundraising by allowing us 

to apply for grants which are only available 

to charities.  

It’s a great step forward for Leigh Neighbours and for the  

people who live and work in our area because it provides us 

with even more opportunities to build on for the future. 

Meanwhile, Board Member Jan Eckersley has once again  

proven her green credentials by upcycling old tyres to create 

these lovely ladybird planters - a great project for kids!  

 

If you’ve got crafty ideas  

for recycling old, unused  

items, you can email Jan  

at Jan@lnpb.org.uk  

                              Happy crafting! 

                          

                                                                                                   Susan 
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