Insp Liz Sanderson,
Neighbourhood Inspector,
Wigan East Community:

Getting to know…. Leigh Neighbours Project Board

Even though it’s Christmas, thieves
don’t take time off - so I urge
people to be vigilant, especially
when it comes to leaving your
shopping on view on the backseat
of your car. Don’t make a gift of all
your presents! Keep them securely
locked in your boot. There’s lots of advice on how to
prevent yourself from becoming a victim of car crime
on our website or check out #gmpadvent on Twitter.

“

During the past 26 years, I’ve seen
this area of Leigh become depressed and
watched the effect this has had on local
people. I’m very green-fingered so I
decided to get involved in the Leigh
Neighbours Project to help improve the
area by making it greener and cleaner,
so that residents can start to feel
genuine pride in their community once
again.

In the lead up Christmas, GMP is sending a
seasonal message to offenders, warning them to
behave themselves or face prison. Whilst it’s a bit
tongue in cheek, the Christmas card we’re posting
out comes with a serious message: we’ve got our eye
on you!
We’re working hard to tackle crime and anti-social
behaviour to make your community a safer place to
live and work. As well as theft from motor vehicles,
our priorities also include tackling youth-related ASB
and the nuisance caused by off-road vehicles.

Friends describe me as a grafter, and
I’ve been fortunate to have worked all
my life. It’s tragic that some people
nowadays find it so hard to get their foot
on the ladder, especially young people.
One of our priorities is to support people
with training and employment
opportunities, to find ways of giving
people hope and a greater sense of
purpose.

Christine Farnworth
LNPB member

I encourage parents who are considering buying offroad vehicles as gifts for their children this Christmas
to think about the affect these can have on other
people when they are driven recklessly. Not only are
they endangering people and causing a noisy racket,
they also cause damage to our green areas. Just
think on… because we won’t hesitate in crushing
vehicles which are persistently driven in an anti-social
way. A waste of a good Christmas present!

”

We’re Big Local’s…
BIG BROTHER!

This newsletter is brought to you by Leigh
Neighbours, a community project which is funded
by Big Local, a lottery-based funding stream. The
project will deliver sustainable change over the
next 10 years in an area of Leigh which has been
identified as in need of investment. Following
eighteen months of public consultation, the Leigh
Neighbours Project Board - which is made up of
local people like YOU - is working in partnership to
deliver on the issues you told us were important to
you, such as improvements in housing, more
health provision, environmental initiatives, crime
and community safety, greater community spirit
and cohesion, more training opportunities and
increased access to leisure facilities. If you would
like to find out more about Leigh Neighbours, or
you’d like to get involved in a project or even
suggest an idea yourself, then please contact the
Project Officer, Stephen Ruffley on:
S.Ruffley@wigan.gov.uk or call 01942 709709.
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will are
of donors
and
a great job in
bringing the community together. Our foodbank is a
real ‘faith in action’ project with many churches
coming together to help local people, along with
charities and community groups such as Leigh
Neighbours. In the past twelve months we’ve seen a
sharp rise in the number of people in crisis being
referred to our charity from a range of services. And
it’s a trend which looks set to continue growing.

“So, I urge people to donate
a little of their time or
money and get involved in a
charity which can make a
huge difference.”
Older and wiser…

Atherton and Leigh Foodbank is based at Kingsleigh
Methodist Church and Leigh
Baptist Church as well as at
Atherton Parish Church.
Members of the public who
are referred to the charity
can attend drop-in sessions
at any one of these venues.

And whilst not by a vast
margin, the experience
gained over the last two
years by those involved in
the Leigh Neighbours
Project is proving to be of
value to other groups who
are part of the latest Big
Local lottery windfall.
Members of the Big Local
project from Wargrave in
Newton, near St Helens,
recently visited Leigh to
find out how we do things.
As well as visiting the
community garden on
Gordon Street, the
visitors also attended a
presentation at Leigh
Library which outlined the
background to Leigh
Neighbours and described
how we consulted with the
community to establish
local priorities for the
area.
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How does it work?

Joint Chair, Lisa Brew, recently visited the foodbank during a drop-in session at Kingsleigh
Methodist Church, meeting some of the volunteers
who pack the hampers and host the collections.
She says: “We already support the two foodbanks

In the last 12 months, all crime has reduced by 4%
to 163,983 incidents across Greater Manchester, as a
result of high profile operations aimed at driving
down acquisitive crime, drugs and organised crime.
And this is having a positive impact on communities
right across Leigh.
You can phone 0161 856 7225 to speak to a member
of your local neighbourhood policing team or alternatively email wiganeast@gmp.police.uk or visit
www.gmp.police.uk
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Care professionals - such as
GPs, health visitors, social
workers and welfare officers
as well as staff from housing
associations, schools, Sure
Start centres and Leigh Life
Centre - meet people in
crisis everyday. When they
identify somebody in need of
help, they can issue a foodbank voucher to them. Bring
your voucher to one of the
drop-ins and collect 3 days
supply of emergency food.
Foodbank drop-ins are
relaxed and friendly. You can
stop for a cup of tea and a
chat and be signposted to
agencies that can help
resolve long term problems
such as debt.

How can you help?
There are several ways to
get involved. You can
organise fundraising events
with your school, group or
office or you can volunteer
at the foodbank in various
capacities - for instance,
sorting food ready for
distribution, meeting clients
at the drop-in centre or
helping out at supermarket
collection points. You can
also gift money, become a
corporate sponsor or donate
any of the long-life, kitchen
cupboard essentials which
make up our emergency
food hampers.
For more information call
07980 881925

Merry
Christmas
and a
Happy New
Year
from
everybody
at Leigh
Neighbours

www.athertonleigh.foodbank.org.uk
www.athertonleigh.foodbank.org.uk

in partnership with

INSIDE

Have a sneak preview of some of the community events and activities we’re lining
up for 2014, most of which are free! Find out how you can keep your grandkids
entertained and read about proposals for developing Leigh East rugby ground.

what’s

Developers outline proposed community facility

ON

The former Leigh East rugby ground off Grasmere Street has been
earmarked for possible development by 5 Boroughs Partnership NHS
Foundation Trust.
At a recent public consultation meeting at Leigh Library, local residents
heard from the Trust and the developers, Kier Construction, of their
vision to create a mental health centre in the heart of Leigh.
Stephen Colclough, Project Director at 5 Boroughs Partnership, says:
“While our teams are working very hard at Leigh Infirmary, and the care
we provide at that location continues to be safe and in line with clinical
guidelines, our Trust Board has recognised an opportunity to create an
even better offering for local people.

Look out for these FREE
workshops, activities and
events
in
2014!

“They’ve proposed a multi-million pound investment in a new mental
health development which includes facilities for other mental healthrelated community service providers including charities and third sector
organisations to utilise. This will mean people with mental health
problems can have the convenience of accessing support in a single
location right at the heart of their local community.
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“Others advantages include separate male and female accommodation
with individual en-suite facilities which we are not presently able to offer
at our current site. We’re also proposing activity facilities to promote
improved physical health and wellbeing. To be able to deliver all this
and to offer the ‘best of’ clinical provision, the Trust aims to move from
its original site at Leigh Infirmary to the Greenbank Site between
Atherleigh Way and Grasmere Street.

March ~
free seed
giveaway!

“This allows us to transform a patch of land that is currently somewhat
a little unloved into a vibrant new development where people with
mental ill-health can be supported to define what recovery means to
them, and to get all the help they need to meet those goals.”
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An application for planning permission will be made early next year with
construction targeted to begin in autumn 2014.

September
FREE bulb
giveaway

So if you need some inspiration on how to keep
the little’uns entertained, pop along to our local
history workshop during the February half term
break.
Materials will be provided for a range of arts and
crafts activities, whilst local history experts from
Wigan Leisure and Culture Trust will be
plundering the archives to reveal what life was
like in Leigh in times gone by.
The workshops are ticket only. You can find out
more about the event by emailing Hannah Turner
at: h.turner@wlct.org or calling 01942 404559.
Date: Friday 21st February 2014
Venue: Archives searchroom, Leigh Town
Hall/Life Centre
Price: £2.50 includes buffet lunch.

‘Tis the season of goodwill and festive
cheer. Unless you’re a victim of domestic
abuse…

Chris Ashton from WAVE, says: “ We are very
grateful for this donation from the Leigh
Neighbours Project. It will help support families
in greatest need over Christmas.”

This is just a taster of what we’ve got
planned for 2014.
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Looking after the grandkids during the
school holidays can be a challenge!

Leigh Neighbours Project supports organisations
which help victims and their families in our area.
This Christmas, we’re donating an additional
£500 to local domestic abuse charity WAVE in
support of their Christmas campaign.
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in brief

This time of year sees a dramatic rise in
instances of domestic abuse, when expectations
and emotions run high, and families are under a
great deal of stress. For the emergency services
and charities that work on the frontline, it’s one
of the busiest times of the year.

May ~
Adult
Learners
Week

June ~
The Big L
un

news

As well as putting on events locally in
support of national campaigns, such as Adult
Learners Week and Love Your Heart Month, we’re
also laying on a raft of activities designed to bring
the community together.
So whether you’re green-fingered, arty-crafty or
simply like your grub, there’s something planned
to cater for all tastes!
If you’ve got an idea for a community event, then
let us know by emailing: s.ruffley@wigan.gov.uk

Joint Chair of Leigh Neighbours Partnership Board, Susan Gredecki,
attended the event. She says: “Leigh Neighbours Project Board
welcomes news of this proposal. One in four people can expect to be
affected by mental health issues during their lifetime, so having this
facility on our doorstep is to everybody’s advantage because it will raise
awareness of these conditions and educate people to show greater
compassion, tolerance and understanding.

If you are affected by domestic abuse, call the
Domestic Abuse Helpline on 01942 262270.
If you or your family are in immediate danger
call 999.

“The facility will provide a focal point for the local community, improving access to mental health services. The new building and it's
grounds will greatly improve the environmental appeal of the area, which has been left derelict and overgrown now for a number of
years. All in all, I don't think we could have a better outcome. The sooner work commences on the build, the better.”
5 Boroughs Partnership NHS Trust serves a population of one million people across the five boroughs of Halton, Knowsley, St
Helens, Warrington and Wigan and Leigh.
The Trust is award-winning NHS provider of specialist mental health and learning disability services. You can find out more
information about the Trust at www.5boroughspartnership.nhs.uk or on Twitter (@5boroughsNHS) and Facebook
(www.facebook.com/5BoroughsNHS).

