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One of the town’s busiest community centres has undergone a radical 
facelift - thanks to Leigh Neighbours.  
 

We recently agreed to fund the major renovations at Kingsleigh  
Methodist Church community centre, including the installation of new 
kitchen units, boiler and windows. The centre has also been decorated 
throughout, and treated to new toilets.  
 

Leigh Neighbours chair, Susan Gredecki, says: “The £25,000 renovation 
was carried out to ensure the centre, which hosts dozens of clubs and 
groups, remains fit for purpose for many more years to come. We’re 
delighted to help the church as the centre plays such an important role 
in the community, providing space for groups which cater to people of 
all ages and interests.” 
 

An article on the official opening of the centre, which is scheduled to 
take place in late January, will be featured in our next newsletter. 

Community centre refreshed for 2017 

Signing the contract: Susan (seated) is pictured with 
Revd Paul Martin, together with Florence Hatton, Kieran 
the builder, Kathleen Sims, Gillian Baglee and Leigh 
Neighbours board member, John Gredecki.  
 

Below: Pictures of the centre before and during the 
extensive renovation work.  

 
 

Thanks to those of you who told us about the 
‘grot spots’ you consider to be the worst in 
our neighbourhood. We’re looking into ways in 
which we can help tackle these issues - and we 
hope to be able to share developments on this 
in the next newsletter.  
 

Our Autumn hanging baskets workshops 
were once again very popular with local  
residents and schools, attracting dozens of 
green-fingered enthusiasts on each of the 
three days. We’ll be organising more  
workshops in Spring.  
 

We’re giving away 500 FREE 2017 Leigh 
Neighbours Wall Charts Calendar! Claim 
your limited edition copy by emailing 
info@lnpb.org.uk or pick one up at Kingsleigh 
Methodist community centre, the Town Hall, 
Leigh Library or As in Eden.  

NEWS IN BRIEF 

We sometimes get asked where exactly our project area is... and why it's just this specific area 
and not the whole of Leigh? Well here's a map to show you the exact area we cover - hope that 
helps! As for why we don't cover the whole of Leigh… we're funded by National Lottery money 
which is managed by the charity, Local Trust. The boundary for our project area was agreed with 
the Lottery in 2010 and is fixed. You can read more how we came about at www.localtrust.org.uk   
 

But, just because we cover this specific area doesn't mean the rest of Leigh doesn't benefit in 
some way, too. Just think about our art projects, our many initiatives with schools and churches, 
our environmental campaigns, our community safety events, the support we give to foodbanks, 
clubs and uniform groups… the list goes on and on. Oh, and the  town centre Christmas Tree 
lights… yup, that was us, as well!  
 

We're keen to hear from like-minded people who are interested in getting more involved in their 
community - in particular those who live or work in our project area. If you'd like to find out more, 
please contact our project officer stephen@lnpb.org.uk  
 

Truly wonderful, the mind of a 
child is… Well, Yoda certainly 
knows a thing or two about  
feeding the mind of a child, and 
he’s not the only one! Amber  
Burgess and her fellow  
Jedi knights at  
Churches in Leigh  
recently hosted a  
Star Wars themed  
party over the half  
term break. And we  
were delighted to  
help cover some of  
the costs through  
our Resident’s Fund.  
You can learn more  
about the fund at  
www.lnpb.org.uk  
Amber is pictured  
with Stormtrooper  
Tony Royle and his  
daughters Grace and Evie.  If you’d like us to share your news, or want to  

comment on an article, email us at news@lnpb.org.uk 

news December 2016 

Leigh Neighbours is proud to 
support volunteers, organisations 
and charities which give so much 
to our local community.  
 

Earlier this month, we donated £500 
to Atherton and Leigh Foodbank, one 
of many local causes we’re helped 
out. Chair of Leigh Neighbours, 
Susan Gredecki, says: “The  
volunteers at the foodbank work  
tirelessly throughout the year to help 
some of our most vulnerable  
residents. Their efforts are genuinely 
inspiring.”  
 

Other community groups which have 
benefitted this year from Leigh 
Neighbours funding are True Colours, 
As in Eden, Leigh Caring Kitchen, The 
Prince’s Trust, Leigh Community 
Dance, Churches in Leigh, Gearing 
Up, Turnpike Community Theatre,  
Groundwork (Cheshire, Lancashire 
and Merseyside), Compassion in  
Action, Wigan Archives Service,  
Kingsleigh Methodist Church, Leigh 
Residents Association, Homeless 
Support Project, St Mary’s Parish 
Church, St Mary’s CE Primary, Sacred 
Heart RC Primary, Leigh Central  
Primary and St John’s CE Primary. 
We’re grateful for everything  
you do for our community. 

Dishing out some festive cheer! 

Leigh Neighbours recently commissioned Wigan Council’s 
archives team to recruit and mentor a young apprentice 
from the charity’s project area.  
 

The new 18-month Level 3 NVQ will be funded by Leigh 
Neighbours and delivered by the archives team from their base 
in Leigh Town Hall. Archives Manager, Alex Miller says: “It’s a 
fantastic opportunity which will give the recruit that all  
important first step on their career ladder. Working in archives 
is fascinating, and the role will be both varied and rewarding.”  
 

Susan adds: “Leigh Neighbours is committed to supporting local 
talent and we’re delighted that we can help to create new and 
exciting employment and training opportunities for people in 
our area. Raising aspirations is what out project is all about.” 
 

Meanwhile, we understand that the successful candidate has 
been appointed and is due to start his induction in the New 
Year. We’ll be featuring his story in an upcoming issue! 

Leigh Neighbours seals the deal on latest apprenticeship scheme 

We’d like to wish everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Pictured: Susan and John Gredecki with Asda Community Life Champion,  
Gwen Appleton and Warren Done of Atherton and Leigh Foodbank.  

You can find out more about the work the foodbank does in the area by visiting 
www.athertonleigh.foodbank.org.uk or by emailing donewarren@yahoo.co.uk 

Alex Miller and Susan Gredecki agree the terms of the deal.  



A year in pictures: looking back on 2016... 
January:  

Be Seen Be Safe  

July: Launching our 

In Bloom competition 

These are just some of the events and activities we’ve  
invested in over the past year. We’ve worked with residents 
and a variety of local partners to help fund all kinds of  
community events and activities, from clean-ups to craft 
workshops. If you’ve got an idea for an event or your group 
needs support, we might be able to help through our  
Resident’s Fund. You can find out more at www.lnpb.org.uk 

August: Sacred  

Heart  Primary  

Summer School 

June:  

The Big Lunch 

September: Autumn  

hanging basket workshops  

March: 

Clean for the Queen  

May:  

The Big Bike 

Giveaway 

November:  

Prince’s Trust Leigh 

community clean-up 

April: As in Eden 

Easter craft workshop 

October:  

Churches in Leigh 

Star Wars party 

December: We’ve  

supported a variety of 

events at our local schools 

throughout the year.  

February: Valentines  

Day craft workshop 

… and looking ahead into 2017! 
 

Earlier this year, we carried out a survey to find out what you think of Leigh Neighbours. We wanted your 
views on how we’re doing so far, as well as your ideas so we can plan future activities, campaigns and events.  
 
 

What do you think of Leigh Neighbours? 
 

When we asked how you rate Leigh Neighbours, 31% said excellent and 37% said very good. 79% agreed 
that we understand the issues in our community, 73% of respondents believed that we are committed to  
tackling the issues that matter to local people, and 63% thought that we are successfully addressing them.  
52% understand what we’re all about, whilst 61% agree that the project is making the area a better place!  
 
 

What are your local priorities for 2017? 
 

Improving community  
facilities is important  
to 67% of people who  
responded.  

89% agree that 
building community 
spirit and fostering 

neighbourliness  
is a priority for  

Leigh Neighbours. 

 

72% of respondents want 
Leigh Neighbours to create 
more education, employment 
and training opportunities. 

Improving the quality 
of housing is a priority 

for 78% of those  
who responded. 

Making the area cleaner 
& greener and tackling 

‘grot spots’ is important 
to 89% of people. 

 

 

72% of people want more  
opportunities for leisure  

and better facilities.  

 

94% agree that crime  
and community safety  
initiatives are important.   

For 89%, health and  
well-being is a top priority.  

 

Debt and personal  
finance management  
is a concern for 67%. 

 

This is just a sample of the feedback you gave us, together with some ideas for us to consider. We’re  
already working on our plans for 2017, but perhaps you have an idea, maybe for an event or a new  
community facility… ? Or maybe your existing club needs help to lay on an activity…? You can apply for 
financial support from our Resident’s Fund. Application forms are available to print off from our website or 
by emailing residentsfund@lnpb.org.uk In the meantime, we’d like to say thank you to all those who took 
part in our survey and please stay in touch on social media or by emailing us at info@lnpb.org.uk 

“Leigh Neighbours has been 
involved in some wonderful 

projects and have helped people 
to get more involved in their  

local community.” “A bursary scheme open to 
people with learning  

difficulties.”  

 

“More activities 
for 12-16 year 
olds… and for 

the over  
60s, too.” 

“It was lovely to see teenagers  
creating and delivering  

The Big Lunch!”  

“Men in sheds… more for the over 60s… 
sustainable events to enable  

friendships to flourish!” 

“Let’s break down cultural 
barriers with food and  
storytelling events.” 

“We want to see more  
independent traders.” 

“A casserole club 
to help people  

connect to 
neighbours.”  

“Use empty shops to 
support local  
enterprise.”  

“Fantastic work 
so far.  

All your hard 
work is  

paying off.  
Well done!”  

“Better leisure and heritage facilities…”  

“You help to create pride in the area.”  
“The summer school 

was excellent!”  

Your ideas and feedback included... 
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